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The League of Women Voters of the Charleston Area

Post Office Box 32284, Charleston, SC 29417

Phone: 843.766.5416

Email: vote@charleston.sc.lwv.org 
Web site: http://charleston.sc.lwv.org/
To the Editor

The Post and Courier

A record turnout of voters is predicted for next Tuesday’s election, and there will be many citizens voting for the first time. All of us can contribute to making this Election Day run smoothly by following these recommendations for being prepared to vote:

· Be certain you are going to the correct polling place. By law, you must vote at the polling place for the precinct in which you live, and the location may have changed since the last election. To find the location of your polling place, check your registration information online at the LWVCA website (http://charleston.sc.lwv.org) or verify the precinct’s polling location in the The Post and Courier’s listings on Sunday and on Election Day. Your Voter Registration card lists your precinct.

· Do not wear or bring anything that promotes a candidate or political party. If you do, you will have to remove or cover up the item before voting. By law, electioneering is not allowed within 200 feet of the entrance to a polling location.  

· Avoid the crowds by voting during non-peak times of 10:00-11:30 a.m. and 

· 2:00.-3:30 p.m. In South Carolina, polls will be open on November 4th from 

· 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. If you are in line when the polls close, you can vote. 

· Bring the correct identification with you. Every voter must present one of these three IDs listed:  

Voter Registration Card (signed)

South Carolina Driver’s License (current name and residential address)

South Carolina Identification Card issued by the DMV (current name and address)

If you registered by mail, or did not provide proof of residence when you registered, you will also be asked to provide one of the following:

Current/valid photo ID (student ID, military ID, passport, etc.) 

Some official document that shows your name and current address (bank statement, utility bill, lease, government check, etc.)

If you are using a current/valid SC Driver’s license as your primary ID to vote, that is all that you need because it meets all the ID requirements. However, take your Voter Registration card, if available, in case there is a question about your precinct.
· Make your ballot choices ahead of time and bring your list. You will be saving  time for yourself and everyone else in line, too. The League’s web site (http://charleston.sc.lwv.org) offers Information for Voters with candidate listings, voter’s guides, ballot amendment explanations, links to county Board of Election sites, and much more. The voter’s guide in the Sunday edition of The Post and Courier will also be a good source for information on candidates and ballot issues.

· Don’t panic if you registered to vote but your name is not on the list. A poll manager should give you a provisional ballot or directions to another polling place.

· Get help from poll managers who are trained and there to help you. They’ll assist you with using the voting machine or give you a provisional ballot if you need one. 

· Stay and vote. Even if the line is long, do not leave without voting. The outcome of the election will be important!

· If you encounter problems exercising your right to vote, call your county’s Board of Elections (Charleston: 843-744-VOTE [8683]; Berkeley: 843-719-4056; Dorchester: 843-563-0132 or 832-0132), League of Women Voters of the Charleston Area (843-766-5416), Charleston branch of the NAACP(843-805-8030) or the nonpartisan Election Protection hotline, 1-866-OUR-VOTE, a call center staffed by legal volunteers who will offer free assistance to voters. Telephones at all of these listed numbers will be staffed throughout Election Day.

Vote on November 4th. This election is an important one for our nation, state and municipalities, and the outcome is in your hands. It is your best opportunity to make your voice heard and to help shape the issues that affect all of us. 

Barbara Zia

Vice President

League of Women Voters of the Charleston Area

2028 Azimuth Court

Mt. Pleasant, SC  29466

843-216-3550

Mary Horres
Co-Chair, Voters Service

League of Women Voters of the Charleston Area

3224 Pignatelli Crescent

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466

843-849-5469
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