Goodbye Minimally Adequate, Hello High Quality 
Would you choose a “minimally adequate” education for your children?  Of course not!  No parent would!
The South Carolina Constitution requires State support of free public schools open to all children but does not set any educational standards.  In 1999, during a years-long lawsuit by more than 30 poor, rural school districts, the S.C. Supreme Court interpreted the requirement to mean a “minimally adequate” education.

A statewide grassroots petition drive has sprouted to nix the minimally adequate standard by amending the Constitution to read: “The General Assembly shall provide for the maintenance and support of a system of free public schools open to all children in the State and shall establish, organize and support public institutions of learning that will provide a high quality education allowing each child to reach his fullest potential.” 
A constitutional amendment requires approval by a two-thirds majority of both the House and Senate, approval by voters in a referendum and legislation to ratify the results of the ballot question. One-million signatures on this petition will clearly signal to the Legislature that the public wants sufficient funds and a comprehensive strategy to bring an excellent public education to all SC children. 
You can sign on line at www.goodbyeminimallyadequate.com.

Sign the petition.  Let’s get the referendum onto the ballot in 2010.
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