[image: image1.emf] 




 

The League of Women Voters of the Charleston Area

Post Office Box 20173, Charleston, SC 29413
843-766-5416      www.lwvcharleston.org 
For Immediate Release 




Contact:

October 1, 2011





Anne Fortson










704 650-1134

Lowcountry Local First and the League of Women Voters of the Charleston Area have joined forces to promote new voter registration and voting in the 2011 local municipal elections.
Lowcountry Local First businesses will have available for customers a handout “Vote Local 2011” with information on registration and voting. 
Julie Hussey, president of the local League, points out, “Voting in local elections is incredibly important. Those we elect enact legislation and policies that directly affect our lives—zoning, budgets, trash collection, public transportation, use of public space and green space, and public safety. Who we elect matters—to all of us.”
Jamee Haley, executive director of Lowcountry Local First, explains, “Vote Local 2011, compliments our Buy Local/Be Local Campaign which is designed to educate Lowcountry residents to Think Local when they are considering where to make purchases, to Buy Local whenever possible and to Be Local by supporting businesses that keep our community unique.” 
As part of its non-partisan mission to foster informed voting, the League of women Voters of the Charleston Area is sponsoring candidate forums. All candidates who have field for local office have been invited.  The audience will be able to ask questions of the candidates. Dates and times are:
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	Tuesday, October 11, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

City of North Charleston 

Mayor and Council Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, and 9

Northwoods Park Community Center

8348 Greenridge Road

 North Charleston


	Thursday, October 20, 2011 at 5:30 p.m.

City of Charleston 

Mayor and Council Districts 1, 3 and 5

Commissioner of Public Works (1 seat)

Charleston County Main Library 

68 Calhoun Street

 Charleston 



	Thursday, October 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

City of Charleston 

Mayor and Council Districts 7, 9 and 11

Commissioner of Public Works (1 seat)

Delta Life Center

2002 William Kennerty Drive

 West Ashley


	Tuesday, October 25, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

Town of Mount Pleasant 

Town Council (4 seats)

Waterworks Commission (1 seat)

1619 Rifle Range Road

 Mount Pleasant



	Wednesday, October 19, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

City of North Charleston 

Mayor and Council Districts 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10

Felix Davis Community Center

4800 Park Circle

 North Charleston


	Thursday, October 27, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

City of Isle of Palms 

City Council (4 seats)

Water and Sewer Commission (1 seat)

Isle of Palms Recreation Center

#24 28th Avenue 

Isle of Palms

	
	


Charleston and North Charleston have new districts. For maps of the new districts, check 

http://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/bevr/map.htm Information on where to vote is at

http://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/bevr/polling-places.pdf Note: new voter registration cards are not being issued for the redistricting.

Information on each of the candidates is available at http://lwvcharleston.org/ 
Candidate information is by city/municipality. 
According to the Charleston County Board of Elections and Voter Registration, turnout in previous local elections was …

· North Charleston 2007 – 23.9% of registered voters voted in the municipal election

· City of Charleston 2009 – 11.06% of registered voters voted in the municipal election (which did not include the office of mayor)

· Mount Pleasant 2009 – 29.2% of registered voters voted in the municipal election (which did include the office of mayor)

Local elections are the real grassroots. Every vote matters. Register today, and learn about the candidates. We can do better; pledge now to vote November 8, 2011. For more information, go to www.lwvcharleston.org 
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