THE NEXT PUBLIC EVENT BY THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE CHARLESTON AREA
A “HOT TOPICS” discussion about South Carolina’s new immigration law and its effects on law enforcement and our community.

DATE:  Wednesday, Nov. 9, at 6:30 p.m.

PLACE:  YWCA at 106 Coming St. downtown (plenty of on-site parking available).

SPEAKER:  Scott Bischoff, criminal defense attorney and former public defender

FORMAT:  Brief speaker report, followed by civil audience discussion.

BACKGROUND: The new South Carolina law is set to go into effect on Jan. 1. It is similar to laws in Arizona, Georgia and Alabama, and requires police officers to ask about immigration status during routine stops if they have "reasonable suspicion" the person in question could be undocumented.

South Carolina employers will be required to use E-Verify, a federal program that checks employees and job applicants for legal status. The law will also create a $1.3 million Illegal Immigration Enforcement Unit to help local police better interact with federal immigration officials.

In Alabama, a similar law has driven immigrants underground and out of the state, leaving jobs unfilled in construction and farm work.

A coalition of immigrant rights groups has filed a suit to block South Carolina's crackdown on unauthorized immigration, saying the law (S.B. 20) is unconstitutional and would encourage racial profiling.

The non-partisan League of Women Voters (not just for women anymore!) offers many opportunities for members to educate themselves and our community about public affairs.  Please consider becoming a member. 

